
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL  
NOVEMBER 3, 2023 AT 4:30 PM ET 

COUNTY-LEVEL STRUCTURAL RACISM MAY AFFECT 
MORTALITY RATES IN PEOPLE WITH KIDNEY FAILURE   
 
Highlights 

• In a recent analysis of US data, Black patients with kidney failure experienced 
survival advantages compared with White patients when county-level structural 
racism was low, but they experienced survival disadvantages compared with 
White patients at higher levels of structural racism. 

• Results from the study will be presented at ASN Kidney Week 2023 November 1–
November 5. 

 
Philadelphia, PA (November 3, 2023) — A new analysis indicates that county-level 
structural racism is a significant determinant of death among individuals with kidney 
failure. The research will be presented at ASN Kidney Week 2023 November 1–
November 5. 
 
For the analysis, investigators examined data from United States Renal Data System, the 
American Community Survey 2006–10, and the Vera Institute, linked by county. They 
determined county-level structural racism from Black-White disparities in imprisonment, 
homeownership, college graduation, median income, unemployment, poverty, and 
segregation.  
 
The researchers found that Black race interacted with structural racism to predict monthly 
mortality risk among individuals with kidney failure. Black patients experienced survival 
advantages compared with White patients at lower levels of structural racism, but they 
experienced survival disadvantages compared with White patients at higher levels of 
structural racism. These associations were also apparent when patients were divided into 
groups based on treatment (hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis, deceased donor kidney 
transplant, and living donor kidney transplant). 
 
“This study contributes to a rapidly-growing empirical consensus that structural factors 
driving racial disparities in non-health life circumstances also drive racial disparities in 
health and mortality outcomes. The implication is that to eliminate or ameliorate racial 
disparities in health, systematic social factors driving those disparities must be 
addressed,” said corresponding author Jonathan Daw, PhD, of Penn State. “Our hope is 
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that our quantitative research studies will eventually, with continued study and committed 
engagement with affected communities, lead to promising targeted interventions to blunt 
the worst effects of structural racism on marginalized racial/ethnic groups' health. 
However, these efforts (even if successful) should not obscure the need for more 
foundational changes.” 
 
Study: “County-Level Structural Racism Predicts Black-White ESKD Patient Mortality 
Disparities” 
 
The world's premier nephrology meeting, ASN Kidney Week, brings together approximately 
12,000 kidney professionals from across the world. The largest nephrology meeting provides 
participants with exciting and challenging opportunities to exchange knowledge, learn the latest 
scientific and medical advances, and listen to engaging and provocative discussions with leading 
experts in the field. 
 
About ASN 
Since 1966, ASN has been leading the fight to prevent, treat, and cure kidney diseases throughout 
the world by educating health professionals and scientists, advancing research and innovation, 
communicating new knowledge and advocating for the highest quality care for patients. ASN has 
nearly 21,000 members representing 140 countries. For more information, visit www.asn-
online.org and follow us on Facebook, X, LinkedIn, and Instagram. 
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