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US TRANSPLANT CENTERS FREQUENTLY REFUSE 
DECEASED DONOR KIDNEYS  
 
Refusals differ by patient and donor characteristics. 
 
Highlights 

• From 2007-2012, deceased donor kidneys in the United States were offered a 
median of 7 times before finally being accepted for transplantation. 

• Such refusals may have contributed to racial and ethnic disparities that exist in 
access to transplantation in the United States. 

 
More than 100,000 people are on the kidney transplant waiting list in the United States. 
 
Washington, DC (July 27, 2017) — A new study indicates that deceased donor kidneys 
are typically offered and declined many times before being accepted for transplantation. 
The study, which appears in an upcoming issue of the Clinical Journal of the American 
Society of Nephrology (CJASN), also found that such refusals differ by patient and donor 
characteristics and may contribute to racial and ethnic disparities in access to 
transplantation. 
 
When a deceased donor kidney becomes available, a list is generated that ranks patients 
waiting for kidney transplants in priority order based on a combination of immunologic 
criteria and waiting time. A transplant center may accept or refuse a deceased donor 
kidney that is offered to its patient at the top of the list; if refused, the kidney is then 
offered to the next patient on the list.  
  
To determine the outcomes of deceased donor kidney offers and how they relate to 
characteristics of waitlisted patients and organ donors, Anne Huml, MD (Case Western 
Reserve University) and her colleagues examined information on all 7 million deceased 
donor adult kidney offers in the United States from 2007-2012 that led to eventual 
transplantation. The study included 178,625 patients waitlisted for a deceased donor 
kidney transplant and 31,230 deceased donors.  
 
The team found that deceased donor kidneys were offered a median of 7 times before 
being accepted for transplantation. Refusal of an offer was most often due to donor-
related factors (such as age or organ quality) or because the minimal acceptable criteria 
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for a transplant center was not met. After adjusting for characteristics of waitlisted 
patients, organ donors, and transplant centers, male and Hispanic waitlisted patients 
were 7% and 4% less likely to have kidneys accepted for them for transplant than female 
and white patients, respectively. The likelihood of offer acceptance varied greatly across 
transplant centers.  
 
“By recognizing these differences, centers may be able to evaluate their acceptance 
practices to have the greatest impact on shortening waiting times,” said Dr. Huml. 
“Gaining a better understanding of offer refusals may also allow policy makers to develop 
and disseminate information about best practices to centers with low acceptance rates.” 
She added that the findings may also help patients who experience long waiting times 
understand the process involved and encourage people to consider registering as 
deceased donors. 
 
In an accompanying editorial, Sumit Mohan, MD, MPH and Mariana Chiles, MPH 
(Columbia University Medical Center) noted that the analysis “sheds light on an important 
part of the organ allocation system that is rarely studied—the ability of transplant centers, 
and providers at these centers, to decline organ offers for their waitlisted patients with no 
oversight and without the shared decision-making and involvement of the affected 
patients.” 
 
Study co-authors include Jeffrey Albert, PhD, J. Daryl Thornton, MD, MPH, and Ashwini 
Sehgal, MD. 
 
Disclosures: The authors reported no financial disclosures. 
 
The article, entitled “Outcomes of Deceased Donor Kidney Offers to Patients at the Top 
of the Waiting List,” will appear online at http://cjasn.asnjournals.org/ on July 27, 2017, 
doi: 10.2215/CJN.10130916.  
 
The editorial, entitle “Achieving Equity Through Reducing Variability in Accepting 
Deceased Donor Kidney Offers,” will appear online at http://cjasn.asnjournals.org/ on July 
27, 2017. 
 
The content of this article does not reflect the views or opinions of The American Society 
of Nephrology (ASN). Responsibility for the information and views expressed therein lies 
entirely with the author(s). ASN does not offer medical advice. All content in ASN 
publications is for informational purposes only, and is not intended to cover all possible 
uses, directions, precautions, drug interactions, or adverse effects. This content should 
not be used during a medical emergency or for the diagnosis or treatment of any medical 
condition. Please consult your doctor or other qualified health care provider if you have 
any questions about a medical condition, or before taking any drug, changing your diet or 
commencing or discontinuing any course of treatment. Do not ignore or delay obtaining 
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professional medical advice because of information accessed through ASN. Call 911 or 
your doctor for all medical emergencies. 
 
Since 1966, ASN has been leading the fight to prevent, treat, and cure kidney diseases 
throughout the world by educating health professionals and scientists, advancing 
research and innovation, communicating new knowledge, and advocating for the highest 
quality care for patients. ASN has nearly 17,000 members representing 112 countries. 
For more information, please visit www.asn-online.org or contact the society at 202-640-
4660. 
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Tweet:  US transplant centers frequently refuse deceased donor kidneys.  
   
Facebook: A new study indicates that deceased donor kidneys are typically offered and declined 
many times before being accepted for transplantation. The study, which appears in the Clinical 
Journal of the American Society of Nephrology, also found that such refusals differ by patient and 
donor characteristics and may contribute to racial and ethnic disparities in access to 
transplantation. 
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