
 
 

 
 

 
 
   
THE AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEPHROLOGY CONGRATULATES 
HOUSE AND SENATE SPONSORS UPON ENACTMENT OF THE 
SECURING THE U.S. ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND 
TRANSPLANTATION NETWORK  
Legislation to help maximize access to kidney transplant care for the 37 million 
Americans living with kidney diseases. 
 
 
Washington, DC (September 22, 2023) — The American Society of Nephrology (ASN) 
congratulates the House and Senate sponsors of the Securing the U.S. Organ 
Procurement and Transplantation Network (OPTN) Act upon President Biden signing the 
legislation and thanks the Biden-Harris administration for its commitment to improving 
American’s access to transplantation. Now enacted, the bipartisan bill increases 
transparency and accountability in the operation of the U.S. transplant system, 
maximizing access to vital transplant care for the 37 million Americans living with kidney 
diseases. 
 
The legislation was led in the House of Representatives by Representative Larry 
Bucshon, MD and Representative Robin Kelly and in the Senate by Senator Ron Wyden, 
Senator Chuck Grassley, Senator Benjamin Cardin, Senator Todd Young, Senator Bill 
Cassidy, Senator Elizabeth Warren, Senator Jerry Moran, and Senator Cory Booker.  

“Seeing President Biden sign the Securing the U.S. OPTN Act into law today filled me 
with hope for my patients and their families” said ASN President Michelle A. Josephson, 
MD, FASN. “This law stands as an example of the real difference we can make in the 
lives of Americans by working together. By opening the door for continued improvements 
to our transplant system, this law reflects the very real possibility that exists to maximize 
access to kidney transplant care for the millions of Americans living with kidney 
diseases.” 

The Securing the U.S. OPTN Act supports the Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s (HRSA) OPTN Modernization Initiative, a sweeping effort that seeks to 
advance technology, data transparency, governance, operations, and quality 
improvement and innovation within the U.S. transplant network. Improving the transplant 
system is a priority of the Biden-Harris Administration, and the recent unveiling of the 
Organ Transplant Affinity Group described plans for a “whole of government” approach to 
improving the U.S. transplant system.  
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ASN stands ready to assist the HRSA in its implementation of the Securing the U.S. 
OPTN Act and the HRSA OPTN Modernization Initiative. ASN looks forward to the 
increased transparency and accountability this law will establish in the operation of the 
transplant network, in turn maximizing access to kidney transplant as the optimal therapy 
for most people living with kidney failure.  

  
 
About ASN 
Since 1966, ASN has been leading the fight to prevent, treat, and cure kidney diseases throughout 
the world by educating health professionals and scientists, advancing research and innovation, 
communicating new knowledge and advocating for the highest quality care for patients. ASN has 
nearly 21,000 members representing 140 countries. For more information, visit www.asn-
online.org and follow us on Facebook, X, LinkedIn, and Instagram. 
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