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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF NEPHROLOGY CELEBRATES NEW
LEGISLATION TO EXPAND SUPPORT FOR LIVING DONORS

Proposed bill would make kidney donation cost-neutral for most Americans

WASHINGTON, DC (March 9, 2026)—The American Society of Nephrology (ASN)
celebrates the introduction of the Expanding Support for Living Donors Act of 2026,
legislation that would bolster and expand support for living organ donors.

“Giving a life-saving organ as a living donor is one of the greatest possible gifts. The
American Society of Nephrology believes that living donation should be a cost-neutral act
and commends the introduction of the Expanding Support for Living Donors Act,” said
Samir M. Parikh, MD, FASN, President, American Society of Nephrology. "This bipartisan
bill breaks down barriers to living organ donation by covering more out-of-pocket costs
incurred during the living donation process for most Americans, enshrining our nation’s
commitment to those who give the gift of life."

In addition to expanding eligibility for the existing living donor program so that more
willing donors receive support, the bill would also ensure that more of the costs living
donors incur during the donation process are covered. “The ASN leadership and |
applaud Congressional Kidney Caucus co-chairs Representative Suzan DelBene and
Representative Carol Miller as well as kidney champions Kim Schrier, MD, for their
leadership on behalf of the more than 100,000 Americans on the waitlist and the
thousands of past and future living kidney donors, epitomized through their introduction of
this crucial bill,” said ASN Policy and Advocacy Committee chair Suzanne Watnick, MD,
FASN.

“ASN has long championed more robust support for living donors and welcomes the
opportunity to help advance and enact this bipartisan legislation,” said Roslyn B. Mannon,
MD, FASN, chair of the ASN Transplant Policy Committee. “As a transplant nephrologist,
| can attest to the incredible power of living donation to transform the life of someone with
kidney failure. Today, substantial financial burdens impede many donors who are
excellent medical candidates from actually donating. | am optimistic that this legislation
will allow more Americans who wish to save the life of another to do so through living
donation.”

Only a small portion of the approximately 100,000-person long kidney waiting list receives
a living donor kidney transplant each year, though living donor kidney transplants are
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considered the optimal form of kidney transplant for most people, often conferring shorter
wait times and longer graft survival. Living kidney donation has also been shown to be
the most cost-effective form of therapy for kidney failure,” followed Dr. Mannon. “Given
that the annual number of living kidney donors has remained relatively flat for nearly two
decades at just under 6,000, | am hopeful that the expanded support this bill provides will
allow us to grow that number once it is signed into law.”

About ASN

Since 1966, ASN has been leading the fight to prevent, treat, and cure kidney

diseases throughout the world by educating health professionals and scientists,
advancing research and innovation, communicating new knowledge and advocating for
the highest quality care for patients. ASN has nearly 21,108 members representing 138
countries. For more information, visit www.asn- online.org and follow us

on Facebook, X, LinkedIn, Instagram, Threads, and Bluesky.
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